
INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF SILENT CHESS 
I.C.S.C. BOARD REPORT FOR THE YEAR 2004 
 
I.C.S.C. Board  
 
As at 01.01.2004 the I.C.S.C. Board consisted of the following members: 
President  : Mr. M. Visco  Italy 
Vice-President : Mr. B. Nüesch Switzerland 
Secretary  : Mr. P. Gardner England 
Treasurer  : Mr. M. Freund England 
Board member : Mr. S. Salov  Russia 
Board Member : Mr. M. Lusic  Croatia 
 
There were a series of correspondence with Lithuania regarding the failure in 
settling the accommodation costs of a third ICSC Board Official during the 
ICSC World deaf Team Championships at Vilnius 2002, as well as the missing 
ICSC flag. This remains an outstanding issue.  
 
FIDE Chess Olympiads  
 
It was agreed that the I.CS.C. should enter two teams for the 36th FIDE Chess 
Olympiads in Calvia, Spain, but correspondence proved difficult with the FIDE 
Secretary, Mr. Gelfer (Israel). It was discovered that Mr. Gelfer had not intended 
inviting the ICSC for this occasion, following an agreed at one of the FIDE 
meetings in Istanbul 2000.  This was later refuted by Mr. G. Walsh (Chair of 
FIDE Disabled Chess Commission).  
 
I.C.S.C. Events  
 
The ICSC World Individual Championships in Malente, Germany, was a 
tremendous success, in spite of the host country losing some money.  There 
were some new countries, especially the Asian countries, Uzbekistan and 
Turkmenistan. There was plenty of exciting chess, and the winner eventually 
went to the reigning World Champion, Veselin Georgiev, of Bulgaria. The 
Ladies title went to Olga Gerasimova of Russia who won by a very wide 
margin. The Juniors title went to Sirojiddin Zaynidinov of Uzbekistan. Mr. 
Christian Krause was the FIDE Arbiter International and did an excellent job. 
 
The 27TH ICSC Congress ran very smoothly, and a new voting system was 
introduced to determine the correct count of votes.  The I.C.S.C. Honorary 
Presidents, Heinz Meurer (Germany) and Gabor Vida (Hungary), past ICSC 
President Anthony Boyce (England) and past ICSC Secretary, Gerrit 
Westerveld (Netherlands) were present and warmly welcomed. Both Boyce and 
Westerveld were awarded the title of Honorary Presidents.  
 
Azerbaijan, Slovakia, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and Wales were welcomed to 
the ICSC. Several countries had the opportunity of workshop meetings with the 
ICSC prior to the Congress, and both parties benefited greatly from the 
improved communication channels.  
 
It was a tremendous success that the ICSC were able to clear the outstanding 
financial years, and both Mr. A. Boyce and M. Freund were thanked for their 
fantastic achievements.  
 



It was a fitting tribute that Mr. A. Boyce (England) was awarded the ICSC Gold 
Medal for his untiring efforts to the ICSC over sixteen years, eight of them as 
ICSC President.  
 
The ICSC Board conducted a series of meetings throughout the World 
Championships in Malante, and a decision was made in removing the services 
of Mr. S. Salov as ICSC Board Member. However, he would continue to work as 
ICSC ratings Officer. Russia was informed of the ICSC decision, and there were 
no objections.   
 
Correspondence  
 
ICSC continue to hold talks with Lithuania regarding the outstanding payment 
of a third ICSC Board Member for the 2002 World Team Championships in 
Vilnius and the missing flag. But a sponsor has been found for recovery of the 
costs of the missing flag, so this issue has now been resolved.  
 
Obituaries  
 
It is with regret that the following have departed to the skies: 
 
August 2004 – Jerzy Okecki (Poland) aged 66. He represented Poland in 
several event, the last being the 1996 Individual Chess Championships in 
Rotterdam. 
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